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Becky Rains, PMP

Chair: AR E-rate Work Group (AEWG)

Chair: National Assoc. of State Telecom Directors E-rate Alliance

Member: Chief Council State School Officers (CCSSO) State E-rate

Coordinators Alliance

Board Member: AR Assoc. User's Telecommunications & Information

Systems (AUTIS)

501-682-4003

Milestones Achieved

Presentations/discussions at NASTD meetings concerning State

Network Issues

UAMS requests DIS handle the filing for Rural Health Program

Meet with Dr. William England October 2, 2003

Attended Rural Telecommunication Congress in DC

Participated in Round Table discussion on Telehealth/

Telemedicine

Current Status

Discussions with other states concerning issues during NASTD

meetings and while attending Rural Telecommunications Congress

Upcoming Milestones

Program   Statistics

Participation on Rural Telecommunication Congress Policy Committee

dealing with Universal Service Fund issues

Participation on Rural Telecommunications Congress Telehealth/

Telemedicine Committee

Filing of forms for UAMS and AR Rural Health Care Providers

Program  Fact  Sheet

Program  Risks

Recommended changes would require opening the 1996

Telecommunications Act.

Program Name

and

Description

Rural Health Program

Funded through Universal Service Fund

Program created to equalizing the cost of telecommunications

service to rural health care providers

Program not effective in AR, program changes required

Information Date

10/05/03

Rural Health Program can disburse $400,M per year to date is

averaging $20,M per year nationally

Arkansas total funding $287,652

Funding 1998 $13,354

Funding 1999 $105,318

Funding 2000 $108,306

Funding 2001 $56,709

Funding 2002 $3,964
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